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EAST LONGMEADOW

Author draws from her past, New York in 'Still, Life'
Volker's book is
described as 'a
collection of lyrical,
lifting stories'
BY CHRISTINE WHITE
Special to The Republican

Melissa Volker's creativity
has taken her in different
directions - to acting, to pho-
tography - but most consis-
tently to writing.

The author of the novel,
"Delilah of Sunhats and
Swans," she is about to pub-
lish a second book, a collec-
tion of short stories entitled
"Still, Life."

She will launch the short
story collection, as well as
read from her novel, at a
launch party and mini brunch
on Sunday from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at the Book Club
Bookstore and More, 2 Main
St.,inWestfield.

She has also been invited to
participate in the Springfield
City Library's local author
fair on Sept. 17 from 12:30
to 3:30 p.m. at the Central
Library, 220 State St., in
Springfield.

Volker grew up in New York
state and attended New York
University, studying theater
and liberal arts. After college
she stayed in the city, working
as an actress and a some-
times waitress, always getting
enough work to keep her
acting career going. But, after
14 years, she decided to take a
break and headed to Boston.

There, she met her husband
and worked as an office man-
ager for a major company.

Always, she came back to
writing, Volker says.

"I found some old disks
from 1980," Volker said. "I
was 18 years old and had
already written a novel and
some stories. But all that got
put on the back burner when I
took up acting."

Both of her parents instilled
a love of writing. Her mother,
who now lives with her, is a
poet. Her father was an au-
thor, playwright, a professor
at the State University of New
York at Albany and the direc-
tor of a small local theater.

Her first published work,
"Delilah of Sunhats and
Swans," is set in small town
New England. Volker de-
scribes it as a story about "a
mysterious young woman
with a magnetic personality,
who holds a mirror up to oth-
ers, and by living her own life,
helps them."

Poet Alice Fulton calls
Delilah, "a charmer, a being
blessed with a charisma as
mysterious as it is luminous.
You won't soon forget her."

In "Still, Life," Volker has
created stories of a different
type, which draw on her time
in New York. Author Robin
Melody Goldsby describes
them as "a collection of lyri-
cal, lilting stories (in which)
Melissa Volker examines the
magic and madness of New
York City."

In both cases, Volker said

Melissa Volker, author from East Longmeadow, will read from
her newly published collection of short stories, "Still, Life,"
on Sept. 11 at Book Club Bookstore and More at 2 Main St. in
Westfield.

language is just as important characters," she said,
as story. "There is a rhythm After marrying and having a
and cadence to my writing child, Volker and her husband
that also conveys the story, decided to move to Western
as well as the emotions of the Massachusetts where he had

IF YOU GO
Event: Launch party, author
Melissa Volker, for "Still,
Life"
When: Sept. 11,11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.
Where: Book Club Book-
store and More, 2 Main St.,
Westfield
For more info: Online,
melissavolker.com

grown up. She and her family
now live in East Longmead-
ow.

When asked if there is
something new she's work-
ing on, she said, "There's a
creative energy going all the
time. I always have the sense
that there's something to
write, something brewing.
At first, I don't always know
where it's going, and then
it solidifies, and I realize,
'oh that's what it is'." At the
moment, she's polishing a
fantasy story for young teens.

Photography is another
of her creative outlets. She
describes how it is different
from writing. A photo, she
says, tells a story too, but
captures it in a moment in
time. Up until now, it's been
a hobby. But recently, she's
started doing professional
portraits.

For more information about
the author, her books and
where to buy them, her pho-
tography, and her upcoming
events, visit her website at
melissavolker.com.


